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CONPIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 1244 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, IN, IZ, CE 

SUBJ: VISIT OP IRAQI VICE PRESIDENT TO INDIA AND SRI LANKA 
REF COLOMBO 2698 (NOTAL) 

1. LOCAL SOURCE WHO FOLLOWS IRAQI RELATIONS WITH SOUTH 
ASIA CONPIRMS THAT VICE PRESIDENT MAAROUP HAS TENTATIVE 
SCHEDULE TO VISIT SRI LANKA JULY 3-5. VISIT WOULD FOLLOW 

A PLANNED TRIP TO INDIA JULY 1-3. MAAROUP IS 
NOT A BAATH PARTY MEMBER NOR DOES HE PARTICIPATE IN INNER 
GROUP OP LEADERSHIP, BUT HE IS AN AUTHORITATIVE AND TRUSTED 
SPOKESMAN POR THE REGIME. MAAROUP IS THE SENIOR KURDISH 
OPFICIAL IN THE IRAQI GOVERNMENT. 

2. IRAQI RELATIONS WITH INDIA ARE RECOVERING PROM 

A PERIOD OP DISTRUST WHICH POLLOWED THE OUSTER OF FORMER 
PRIME MINISTER GHANDI, TO WHOM IRAQIS HAD PELT IDEOLOGICALLY 
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CLOSE. INDIA AND IRAQ HAVE IMPORTANT AND COMPLICATED 
RELATIONS. INDIA MAINTAINS A LARGE CONTINGENT OP MILITARY 
ADVISERS IN IRAQ WHO TRAIN IRAQI FIGHTER PILOTS AND 
TANK COMMANDERS. REPORTEDLY, INDIANS ALSO SELL 
AMMUNITION AND SMALL AMOUNTS OF OTHER MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
TO IRAQ. LARGE NUMBERS OP INDIAN EXPERTS, PERHAPS AS 
MANY AS 800, WORK IN THE MINISTRY OP PLANNING, AS 
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AGRICULTURAL EXPERTS, AS PROFESSORS IN IRAQ'S UNIVERSITIES, 

AND ON A VARIETY OF DEVELOPMENT PROIECTS. THOUSANDS 
OF OTHER INDIANS WORK AS CLERKS AND LABORERS, AND SEVERAL 
INDIAN CONSTRUCTION COMPANIES ARE ACTIVE IN IRAQ. 

INDIA ALSO PROVIDES A SUBSTANTIAL MARKET FOR IRAQI 
PETROLEUM, ALTHOUGH IN 1977 SALES DECLINED TO AROUND TWO 
AND ONE-HALE MILLION METRIC TONS. IRAQ AND INDIA HAVE FOR 
SOME YEARS HAD A lOINT ECONOMIC AND TECHNICAL COMMISSION 
WHICH MEETS SEMI-ANNUALLY. 

3. IRAQI RELATIONS WITH SRI LANKA ARE MORE MODEST, 

ALTHOUGH THEY CLEARLY SERVE THE INTERESTS OF BOTH COUNTRIES. 
OVER THE YEARS IRAQ HAS BEEN WILLING TO PAY A .SMALT. 

ECONOMIC PRICE IN HOPES OF INFLUENCING SRI LANKA'S POSITION 

ON POLITICAL ISSUES. THE MOST BLATANT EXAMPLE ON THIS WAS 
A LOAN FOR 17 MILLION DOLLARS TO SRI LANKA SHORTLY BEFORE 
THE COLOMOB NON-ALIGNED SUMMIT OE 1976. THE PRIMARY ITEM 
IN TRADE BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES IS SRI LANKAN TEA, 

VALUED AT APPROXIMATELY 20 MILLION DOLLARS PER ANNUM. 

IRAQ MAY ALSO EXPORT SMALL AMOUNTS OP PETROLUEM 
PRODUCTS TO SIR LANKA. 

4. TIMING OF MAAROUF TRIP IS PROBABLY CONNECTED WITH 
POLITICS OP NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT. IRAQIS WILL BE WOOING 
TWO OF THE NON-ALIGNED MODERATES IN PREPARATION POR 
UPCOMING FOREIGN MINISTRERS MEETING IN BELGRADE. IRAQ 
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MAY FIND CONSIDERABLE RESISITANCE TO ITS POSITIONS IN 
VIEW OF ITS CLOSE COOPERATION WITH CUBANS AT MEETING OF 
NACB IN HAVANA. MAAROUF VISIT TO INDIA ALSO COMES ONE 
YEAR AFTER A VISIT WHICH HE MADE TO THE FAR EAST AND 
PAKISTAN AND MAY BE INTENDED TO RESTORE CENTRALITY OF 
INDIAN TIES IN IRAQI RELATIONS WITH SOUTH ASIA. 

PECK 
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